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Cell Superheroes/Villains
Because cells are such mighty little things, it’s not much of a leap to think of them as tiny superheroes.  You will be able to better appreciate cells’ “superpowers” when you each choose a type of cell and create a superhero or villain that represents the cell’s abilities and special features. 
For example, The Dynamic Dermo (skin cell) may only live three weeks, but it has the power to fend off bacteria, shield sunrays, and keep the body temperature steady. Remember that not all cells are good guys.  You may choose to create villains that hail from the constellation Cancer, for example. 

Be creative when designing your cell character.  Be sure to include the following:

-a drawing of the superhero cell
-appropriate name directly related to scientific name

-appropriate costume

- a detailed character sketch or bio that includes:

detailed description of cell’s physical characteristics

detailed description of cell’s functional characteristics

Choose from the list below or find your own: 

Leukocytes (white blood cell)
Erythrocytes (red blood cell)

Megakaryocyte (bone marrow)

Escherichia coli (E. coli)

Epithelial (skin)
Hepatocyte (liver cells)

WAT White Adipose Tissue (fat cells)

BAT Brown Adipose Tissue (fat cells)

Ito cells (liver cells)

Osteoblasts (bone cells – form bone)

Osteoclasts (bone cells –resorb bone)

Microglial (nerve cells)
Astrocytes (nerve cells)

Neurons
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Melanocytes (pigment cells)

Bacteria

Pathogens

Virus

Possible Website:
www.cellsalive.com
http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/cells.html
http://science.howstuffworks.com/cellular-microscopic-biology/cell.htm
http://www.biology4kids.com/files/micro_main.html
http://www.eurekascience.com/ICanDoThat/bacteria_cells.htm
Cell Superheroes Grading Checklist:

Name: _______________________________  Cell: ________________________

	Criteria


	D
	C
	B
	A

	Appropriate Name directly related to scientific name


	
	
	
	

	Appropriate costume 

	
	
	
	

	Detailed description of cell physical characteristics


	
	
	
	

	Detailed description of cell’s features and functional characteristics


	
	
	
	


Comments:
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