What Would You Do?  
Redevelopment of the Portlands
Guiding Question:

What is the impact of the physical environment on the way we choose to live our urban lives, and how does urbanization affect our natural environment?
Areas of Interaction:

Homo faber

Community and service

Environment

Approaches to Learning

Learning Objective:

Integrate expectations from physical geography, interactions within ecosystems, and the earth’s crust into a collaborative group project.  

Overall Expectations:

·  Build a model for a plan to redevelop the Portlands.  Refer to the attached pages for considerations

· Independent reflections
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OVERVIEW
On your field trip you viewed the Scarborough Bluffs, Harbourfront, and the Toronto Portlands.  The Scarborough Bluffs showed you how humans can successfully alter the physical environment to enhance and preserve an urban ecosystem.  The Toronto Portlands showed you an area that still needs development.  After seeing what can be done, how would you develop the Toronto Portlands?

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
First and foremost, you must apply concepts learned in physical geography, ecosystems, and the earth’s crust, such as:

· Environmental preservation and enhancement 
· Agriculture, open spaces/fields, water/beach, wildlife, ecosystems
· Ensuring healthy and safe communities
· Emergencies – police, ambulance, fire
· Managed and balanced growth
· Layout, overcrowding, population/industry balance
· Enhancing mobility and public transportation systems
· Gas stations, boats/cars, bicycle routes, walking paths, subway, TTC, taxis
· Building strong economies
· Stores, drugstores, grocery, small businesses (job opportunities) 
· Preserving community identity
· Theatre, library, synagogues/churches/religious buildings, museum, aquarium, parks, recreation center
· Providing a diversity of housing options
· Residential development: homes, apartments, townhouses, condos, waterfront property
IDEAS FOR MODEL

· 3-D Styrofoam model/similar material
· Lego
· Bristol Board
· Wood Model
· Detailed drawing/map
· Google Sketch Up
· Powerpoint Presentation
SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS
These are things that you might consider including in your redevelopment plan.  

· Residential development – homes, apartments, townhouses, condos, waterfront property

· Commercial Development/Stores – drug stores, grocery stores, chain stores, artsy stores, stores for all purposes

· Recreation Areas – parks, recreation/community centres, beaches
· Entertainment – theatre, amusement centres, movies, sports, museums, aquariums, art centres/galleries
· Educational Buildings – schools, libraries, universities, colleges
· Job Opportunies – small businesses, factories

· Hotels/Motels/Inns

· Emergency services – police, ambulance, fire

· Religious buildings – synagogues, churches, mosques

· Car and Boat Maintenance - gas stations, mechanics, body shops

· Transportation – buses, taxis, bicycles, cars, subway
· Agricultural areas – farms

Consider the populations of plants, animals, and humans that will live in this area.  What is required to create a balanced urban ecosystem?  What already exists to serve these populations and what needs to be added?
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PORTLAND REDEVELOPMENT REFLECTION
Date of Reflection 






Grade 7 Portlands Redevelopment Rubric
Name:

Group Members:

	Category
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Knowledge – Ecosystems and Physical Geography
	Ideas shared in presentation are irrelevant, inaccurate, and do not show an understanding of issues of ecosystems and physical geography.
	Ideas shared in presentation are mostly relevant, accurate, and show some understanding of issues of ecosystems and physical geography.
	Ideas shared in presentation are relevant, accurate, and show a strong understanding of issues of ecosystems and physical geography.  Examples are given.
	Ideas shared in presentation are highly relevant, accurate, and show a fully developed understanding of issues of ecosystems and physical geography.  Real life examples are given.

	Skills – Research, Problem Solving
	Few relevant factors have been considered.  Decisions are not supported with key facts.  Limited use oF basic investigation skills.  
	Relevant factors have been considered.  Decisions are supported with few key facts.  Superficial use of basic investigation skills.  
	A range of relevant factors have been considered.  Decisions are supported with thoughtful key facts.  Effective use of investigation skills.  
	A wide range of relevant factors have been considered.  Decisions are supported with critical analysis.  Sophisticated use of investigation skills.  

	Presentation and Organization – Creative, Aesthetically Pleasing
	Presentation is unclear and imprecise.  Inappropriate choice of model.  Model is not well put together.  
	Presentation is occasionally unclear.  Appropriate choice of model.  Model is adequately put together.  
	Presentation is clear.  Model reflective of task at hand.  Model is neat and easy to look at.  
	Presentation is well developed and logical.  Model is highly reflective of task at hand.  Model is neat and easy to look at.  

	Group Work – Effort, Teamwork, Group Problem Solving
	Group did not communicate well. Group did not work together to problem solve or accomplish a task.  
	Group was able to work together, however had difficulty moving past problems and working productively.  
	Group worked well together and listened to the ideas of others.  Group persevered to solve problems and function as a team.  
	Group was highly effective.  All members had a role.  Group moved quickly past differences to continue with the task.  


[image: image2.jpg]


      

Peer Evaluation of Group Project Contributions

Directions:

1. Write the name of each of your team members, listing yourself in the first box.

2. Evaluate each team member as a percent of total effort for each criterion. The percentages must add up to 100 for each row.

3. Assign each team member a grade from 0 to 10 based on his or her overall contributions to the project. This is the grade that each team member receives.

4. Please make additional comments in the space provided below as needed.

	
	Your Name:


	Member #1:
	Member #2:
	Member #3:
	Member #4:

	Intellectual Contributions:

understanding the problem, doing research, contacting members, evaluating and interpreting data


	
	
	
	
	

	Emotional Contributions:

enthusiasm, creative efforts and problem-solving insight


	
	
	
	
	

	Communication Contributions:

writing reports, making presentations, making display


	
	
	
	
	

	Managerial Contributions:

keeping team on task, meeting deadlines, keeping track of resources


	
	
	
	
	


	
	Your Name:


	Member #1:
	Member #2:
	Member #3:
	Member #4:

	Time Contributions:

use of time in class and outside of class


	
	
	
	
	

	Outcome Contributions:

helped prepare poster, executive summary, or other final product


	
	
	
	
	

	Ratings:

rate each team member on a scale of 0 to 10


	___________
	___________
	___________
	___________
	___________


Additional comments

Self:

Team Members:

